September 1, 2010

Dear Parents, 

As I drove home today from camp, I reflected on the amount of work we accomplished in such a short time.  This group is off to a wonderful start.  I am privileged to work with them and look forward to a fantastic year!  Here are some important things to keep in mind to help us have that fantastic year:
· Attendance:  please follow the absence policy laid out in the NJYC handbook.  We are a team and can only work well when all of our members are in attendance.  Please note that there was one mistake on the NJYC printed calendar – the NJYC Winter concert will be Sunday 12/5.  There was also a date omitted – May 8, 2011 we have a joint concert with the Rutgers University Children’s Chorus on the RU campus.  I am also waited to hear back from the director of the RocknRoll chorus to see if we can work out a collaborative event – I will have that information ASAP.
· Conduct: NJYC members are expected to behave appropriate at all times during rehearsal and performance.  Clearly, I don’t expect perfect angels; demonstration of focus and an effort to behave well is appreciated. Bullying and impolite behavior is not acceptable in my choir.  Should your child fit this category, I will speak with them (away from the group) to encourage a change of behavior.  If there is no change, an e-mail or call home will be made.

· Home practice:  Choristers are expected to practice at least 4 days of the week for 20-30 minutes.  Please feel free to send a digital recorder with your child so they can tape our rehearsals.  Not necessary, but helpful(
· Social Chair volunteers:  In the past, moms and dads have volunteered to coordinate social events outside of rehearsals and concerts.   These events are optional and just meant for fun!  We have had skating parties (ice and roller) and bowling in the past.  If you would like to volunteer, it would be appreciated!  Please let me know( A holiday caroling party and an end of the year pool party would be amazing if anyone was willing to host us at their house…just a thought(
· Rehearsal time:  Rehearsals begin at 4:15 and end at 6:15.  Please pack a light nut-free snack and water.  Your child should bring their folder weekly.  Please note that I work full time in Long Valley (I teach vocal, general and instrumental music at Flocktown-Kossmann School) and do not get to Xavier until 4PM as a result.  Please do not send your child into the building alone unless you know that I am present.  

Attached is the first memo of the year.  I typically send my memo to Debbie the night of a rehearsal and she blasts it out to everyone the next day.  The point of these memos is to keep all parents informed and all children on task with homework from week to week.   Thank you in advance for taking a few moments each week to read them and share the homework section with your child(
Enrico will be sending out an e-mail regarding uniforms.   Please keep an eye out for that information.
I am sad that camp is over!  I had such a great time making music with the 2010-2011 Intermediate Choir over the last few days.  They are a remarkable group of young musicians!  I look forward to seeing them again on September 13th!
Sincerely,

Tara

♫Intermediate Memo♫
Thank you:

Mrs. Buckley for assisting us during the Sunday rehearsal, Mrs. Pheysey for assisting us on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, and Mrs. Evans for assisting on Wednesday.  Your help is appreciated!  Thank you for sharing your time(
Progress:

I am pleased with the choir’s progress thus far.  Camp was very successfully – socially and musically.  The choir is already “gelling;” they are working well together and are friendly toward each other.  From what I can see, this is a FANTASTIC group!  I expect great things this year(
In addition to our music, we are working on developing age appropriate rehearsal etiquette.  Most choristers are already demonstrating a high level of focus and dedication to the task at hand.  There are a handful of singers who need to work on this focus, but with time I am confident that we will have a high level of group focus!

Homework:  Please pass this information on to your child( 

· Review all music that we sang at camp; read the text and sing it.

· Practice tall vowels….think of all the space that you need to make a warm, beautiful sound.  Make it happen!

· Vocalize before singing the songs – ba-oo-ga, sirens, Frisbee, etc.

· Remember that I expect you to dedicate 20-30 minutes 4 or 5 times outside of our rehearsal to your music.  You will enjoy rehearsals more if you feel prepared.  AND, we will progress further as a group if everyone puts time in at home!

· Take care of your voice…keep it healthy by not overusing or misusing it.  Rest when needed!

Upcoming performances:

November 20th, Music Social and Sharing with Musicianship

                               
9AM-12PM, St. John’s Church, Summit

December 3rd, Grace Episcopal Church Collaborative concert, Madison




4:30 call time, 6PM concert

December 5th, NJYC Winter Concert

January 30th, NJYC Chocolate Festival

February 11-12, PA Girl Choir Festival

March 19th, Newark Boychoir Collaboration

April 16th, Spring Sing with Hopewell Valley Youth Chorale

May 8th, Rutgers Children Choir Collaboration

May 15th, NJYC Concert

June 11-13, Lincoln Center Festival, Manhattan Concert Productions 

Next rehearsal=September 13th, 4:15-6:15 at Xavier, CSE 

(Please send water and a small nut-free snack with your child)
